THE NEW RUSSIAN: LEISURE
Erewhonian condition of fixity in the nature of the
means of production. The difficulty of discovering a
code of values was once explained to me by a young
poet, who said he found it impossible to deal satis-
factorily in his poetry with the constant procession of
new things, machines, customs, buildings and ideas,
which entered into his daily field of apprehension.
For, he said, following Marcel Proust, the psychological
foundations of poetry consisted in the ability of the
mind to resurrect from its own past a synthesis of
continued experience. Behind each poetic suggestion,
say, of an October morning, lay the knowledge of a
hundred October mornings, behind each verse describ-
ing a woman's limbs lay a succession of limbs, each of
which, from the continuum of the poet's own in-
dividual past memory, contributed subtly to his
conception of feminine value. In other words, in order
that a mart may write satisfactory verse (discover
values) his nerve-endings should be exposed to a host
of repeated, only slightly varied stimuli, as for example
the stimuli of a succession of views from a single
cottage or street window, under the gently changing
conditions of light and shade.
What is true of the experience of my young poet is
true also for the psychological basis of value in the
community as a whole. Only continuity in tjbe
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